[Encounters with strangers].
Beginning with three episodes about the encounter with the alien (from a working group, a therapeutic group and from the actual public discussion about aliens) it is pointed out, why the encounter with the alien is both, fascinating and frightening. From the psychoanalytic point of view this is explained with the concept of the representation of the alien, especially under the genetic, adaptive and topic aspects. Finally from the initial examples conclusions for counseling and psychotherapy are drawn.